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Hello everyone,

Week 2 of lockdown and remote learning! | hope your children are all able to access the learning on our
website, have started to access Google Classroom and have joined a ‘live lesson’. We’ve been really excited to
see your children either at school or via the computer screen.

Did you know that children can access Google Classroom through an Xbox or Play Station? The devices have an
‘Apps’ feature where the internet can be accessed and through there, Google Classroom can be found. A
keyboard can be plugged into the USB port and children have the same capability as a laptop or PC. Who knew
these gaming devices would prove so useful!?

Everyone’s worked hard this week and we all deserve a weekend’s rest.

Take care,

Mr Ales

Remote Learning

The government have issued information on remote learning. Here’s a link:
What should remote education look like? - Education in the media (blog.gov.uk)

Here’s a poster from Wiltshire Council:

Remote learning

TOP TEN TIPS

for parents

@ MANAGING EXPECTATION

Schools will have different approaches to remote learning
but all schools will be doing their best to provide a range
of teaching methods while also still teaching those pupils
going into school. Not all remote learning will be face to
face, time with their teachers and schools will provide a
blended approach that will evolve and develop over time.

MAINTAIN FEEDBACK WITH
SCHOOL AND TEACHERS

ESTABLISH A DAILY

SCHEDULE AND ROUTINES
Working fram home and trying to learn in a more casual
setting, that children might associate more with play and a
degree of freedom, might take a bit of getting used to. Try
to stick to a daily routine and use the timetable/schedule

that schools have sent home to help children keep on top of
their daily learning.

The government has set
this current lockdown 5O
pupils can continue learning at
parents, carel

Schools should have a policy on remote learning and
direction that they can share with parents. Familiarise
yourself with this and ensure you know what is expected
of teachers and your child during lessons, both online and
offline

ENSURE LEARNING DEVICE
Sl IS IN A PUBLIC SPACE

It's important to consider where your PC or laptop
is placed if live video is being used. Try to keep the
background neutral with no personal information visible
and ensure it is an appropriate environment for learning

ENCOURAGE SCREEN
BREAKS AND PHYSICAL
ACTIVITY

out its expectations for schools to provide remote
that pupils other than children of cﬁ}\cal workers a
home. These are challenging times for everyo
rs and pupils. We've set out some
with remote leaming and how you can supporf

education during
nd vulnerable
ne - teachers,
helpful advice for parents on what to expect
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FAMILIARISE YOURSELF
WITH SCHOOL POLICIES

IMPLEMENT SAFETY
CONTROLS AND PRIVACY
RESTRICTIONS ON APPS

AND SOFTWARE

Dependant on how your school implements remote
learning, your child may be required to download certain
software or apps. Whilst these are likely to be relatively safe
to use, like any other new app or platform, parents should
still implement safety controls as a precaution.

ONLINE BEHAVIOURS

It's important to remind your child that despite being at
home, the same level of behaviour and conduct exists

as if they were at school. Encourage them to remain
polite, remember their manners and not to post or send
any negative comments just because they are behind a
computer. Take an active interest, helping and supporting

when needed
NOT ALL REMOTE

LEARNING IS ONLINE

Don't forget that sharing stories, reading, practising
number bonds and multiplication facts, handwriting,
creative activity and talking to your child about their work
will go a long way in continuing their learning outside the
classroom,

MONITOR WELLBEING AND MENTAL HEALTH

Remote learning will likely mean that your child won't get the same level of social interaction
and might not see their friends for a while. Keep a check on their wellbeing and try to encourage

them to get out as much as you can. Whilst learning from home might seem fun and wilfshire Council

exciting to start with, missing out on seeing their friends everyday might take its toll !_-ﬁ _



https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/01/08/what-should-remote-education-look-like-how-can-your-child-learn-remotely-if-you-dont-have-a-laptop-we-answer-your-remote-learning-questions/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Letter to parents from Helean Hughes (Director of Education and Skills at Wiltshire Council)

Wiltshire Council
.,

14™ January 2021 County Hall
Bythesea Road

Trowbridge

Wiltshire

BA14 BJN

Dear parents,

Hello, my name is Helean Hughes and I'm Director of Education and Skills at Wiltshire
Council.

Alongside my team | work closely with our schools to provide them with support to continue
educating Wiltshire pupils dunng these extraordinary times.

| would like to thank you for everything you are doing to ensure your child continues to
leamn, and for your ongoing support for your child's school — this will continue to be so
important.

Your school will already have contacted you regarding remote education at home. Schools
have had to turn this around very quickly and are working hard to ensure that pupils can
still progress and have the support they need to continue their learning.

As with any school curnculum, this will look different according to the school, the children
and circumstances. Each school has a different set of IT provision, skills, and training. The
government has set out guidelines for good practice in remote education and says that live
lessons are one method, alongside recorded remote leaming, that is effective for pupils.

Your school will have developed a curnculum balancing provision of remote leaming
alongside teaching those children who are still attending school as they are children of
cntical workers or vulnerable pupils. Many schools are starting with remote recorded
teaching; providing links to pre-recorded sessions such as BBC Live or the Oak National
Academy, supplemented with other paper-based fasks. Please talk to your child's teacher
if you have any quernies about your child's remote education but be assured that they want
to provide the best education so your child can thrive and progress.

Home leaming makes us all feel we should do more to support our child in their lessons.
There is support available, including our Family and Community Learning Courses, to help
your child with subjects such as English and Maths. Some of the free courses can be
accessed in the evenings as well. All you need is access to a tablet, laptop or smartphone
with WIFI to log in online. You can find out more by visiting the website, or by

M 0300 456 0100 @ wiltshire.gov.uk ﬁ @WiltshireCouncil W @wiltscouncil




Wiltshire Council
e

emailing familvandcommunityleaming@wilishire.gov.uk. I've also attached a poster with
some top tips on helping with remote leaming, which | hope you will find useful.

| would also like to share with you a plea from Wiltshire Council and our schools to follow
government guidance on whether your child should attend school if you are a critical
worker. Government guidance states: "Children with at least one parent or carer who Is a
cntical worker can go to school or college if required, but parents and carers should keep
their children at home if they can.”

If vou are a critical worker but your child can leam at home, please can we ask they remain
at home and access remote leaming. This will help free up places in schools and help to
keep numbers low.

Currenthy our schools are much busier than they were during the first lockdown, with
almost the same numbers in some primary schools as there were in June when a number
of year groups were able to attend. Our schools are open for vulnerable children and itis
important that they attend, in addition to children of cntical workers. We would ask those
parents who are classed as cntical workers, but who can keep their child at home to
access remote education, to please do so. Schools that need to will be prontising places
for NHS and health workers, social care and those who work in the education sector.

We are working closely with our schools to ensure our disadvantaged families can access
laptops. We've invested £1.1m of our govemment funding to purchase approximately

2 500 laptops for disadvantaged families. Schools have been allocated a funding amount
to buy digital devices that meet the requirements for their pupils. Meanwhile, if you are in a
household where there is only one device for a number of siblings, you can use Xbox and
Playstation devices to access Zoom and Microsoft Teams. More detail on how to do this is
here.

We do post a lot of information online, so please have a look at our FAQs on the council
website. You can also follow us on Twitter and Facebook to see the latest news affecting
our area.

Finally, thank you once again for everything you are doing to help your child continue in
their education — we know it 1sn't easy and we know it's not ideal, but by working together
we are going to be stronger and make this work.

Yours sincerely,

b

Helgan Hughes
Director of Education and SkKills
Wiltshire Council

D 0300 456 0100 @ wiltshire.gov.uk ﬁ @WiltshireCouncil W @wiltscouncil




Terrific Times Tables

We're really keen that children keep on learning their times tables during this lockdown. We have the Times
Table Rockstars online resource that every has access to, and IXL maths also has times table learning activities.

If you would like to help your children more with learning times tables then you may want to join this online
course.

Family and Community
Learning

19 January 2021 10:00-12:00

Courses are funded by the Education and Skills Funding Agency. Learners must be 19+, have
been resident in the UK for three or more years or be a service family member, have less
than 5 GCSE's A-C and or be in receipt of benefits including tax credits/universal credits/child
benefit or be unemployed. If you do not feel you fit within the criteria, we still may be able to
help so please call if you have any questions.




Mrs Sainsbury

Tracey is leaving us today. We are sad to see her go. We would like to thank Tracey for all her hard work and
dedication and wish her well for the future.

Mrs Thomas will take on the responsibilities in the office.

Twitter

The school now has a Twitter account (@sambourneschool). We will use this account to celebrate
learning. Please give us a follow. For safeguarding and security reasons, the reply function will be
disabled.

Look After Yourselves

Here’s a link to a document that offers help and advice. It’s important in these times to understand how we
feel and to have things we all can do to keep ourselves mentally and physically healthy.

COVID-19 - Looking After yourself 5 January.pdf

Cold weather

Winter is here so can you please ensure that children wear a coat
to school and, if possible, a scarf and gloves, to keep them warm.

Continued Care and Consideration at this time

We talk to the children a lot about being considerate of others. As lockdown progresses, it can lead to
increasing worries about staying safe and healthy. We can’t know everyone’s situations and level of worry so
it’s important to keep to guidelines that do not worry others further.

Please could you be considerate to everyone when you drop off and collect children: respect social distancing,
respect how we have set up our system to minimise contacts and wear a mask at all times on school grounds.

Thank you.

Daily Hot Meals

We are able to provide a hot meal for children who will be attending school this term. All children in Key Stage
1, and those children eligible for free school meals in Key Stage 2, will be given a hot meal every day. This may
not be as advertised on the menu, but will be an appropriate alternative. Please let the office know as soon as
possible if your child does not require a meal.

Children in Key Stage 2 who do not fall into this category also have the choice to purchase a hot meal for £2.80
per day. Please continue to order via ParentPay.

https://www.parentpay.com/

Free School Meal Vouchers

We are issuing FSM vouchers to eligible children not attending school this term. We have notified families that
these are ready to collect from school.

If you think your circumstances have changed and your child may be eligible, please apply using the link below.

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/1669/Free-school-meals



file:///C:/Users/michael.allen/Downloads/COVID-19%20-%20Looking%20After%20yourself%205%20January.pdf
https://www.parentpay.com/
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/1669/Free-school-meals

Attendance

Even though the school is only open to children of key workers and those that are vulnerable, we will still need
to know if your child is ill. Please contact the school office if your child is ill, as this will be marked as an
absence on the register.

Celebration Assembly and Collective Worship

Todays’s celebration assembly was broadcast live on Google Classroom. The powerpoint is available to view on
the front page of the school website and through the children’s Google Classroom.

We will be broadcasting collective worship live from next week.

Covid-19

- [NHS |

Coronavirus
How to get tested

If you think you might have
i coronavirus you can now have

a test.

=S The signs of coronavirus are:
*» High temperature
<

I HM Government

Let’s keep making

* Or a new and continuous cough ) .' space to help stop

® Or loss of smell or taste

If you or anyone you live with has
any of these signs then you must
all stay at home.

You can find out how to get a test and how long
you need to stay at home at nhs.uk/coronavirus
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